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they accepted this position. It is his stated belief, therefore, that the information
he %gve was that which in all probability would be known in any case to his
captors.

At his trial he had only the adviee of his' Russian defense counsel to go by,
and he advised that unless Powers pleaded guilty to what the Russians considered
a clear violation of domestic law and expressed penitence, matters would go hard
for him, including a possible death sentence. These actions were consistent with
his instructions from CIA.. After the trial and sentencing, Mr. Powers states
that there was only intermittent interrogation of little importance and that on
the vyhgle he was well treated, adequately fed, and given medical attention when

uired.

All the facts concerning Mr. Powers’ mission, the descent of his plane, his
capture, and his subsequent actions have been subjected to intensive study. In
the first place, Powers was interrogated for many days consecutively by a debrief-
ing team of ienced interrogators, one of whose duties was to evaluate Powers’
credibility. ey expregsed the unanimous view that Powers was truthful in hig
account. Secondly, an intensive inquiry was made by Government officialg into
the background, life history, education, conduct, and character of Powers. This
team included doctors, specialists in psychiatry an%psychology, personnel officers,
his former colleagues in the Air Force and on the U-2 projest. ~All these persons
were of the view that Powers is inherently and by practice a truthful man.
Thirdly, Powers appeared before a board of inquiry and testified at length, both
direetly and under eross-examination. The board agreed that in his appesrance
he appeared to be truthful, frank, straightforward, and without any indicated
attempt to evade questions or eolor what he was saying. In the board’s judgment
he reflected an atfitude of complete candor. In the fourth place, when during
his examination before the board a tcgmstion was raised as to the accuracy of one
of his statements, be volunteered with some vehemence that, although he disliked
the process of the polygraph, he would like to undergo a polygraph test. That
test was subsequently duly administered by an expert and in it he was examined
on all of the factual phases which the board considered eritical in this inquiry.
The report by the polygraph operator is that he displayed no indications of devia-
tion from the truth in the course of that examination. In the fifth place, a study
of the photograph of the debris of the plane and other information concerning
the plane revealed in the opinion of experts making the study no condition which
suggested an inconsistency with Powers’ account of what had transpired. The
board noted the testimongf of Russian witnesses at the trial in Moseow which
dealt with the descent and capture of Powers and with technical features of the
plane and the incident.

The testimony was consistent with the account given by Powers. Powers was -

able to identify a spot near a small village where he thought he had landed.
This location checked with prior testimony given by Powers as to physical
features, directions, and distances and also corresponded with earlier independent
information not known to Powers that certain of the persons who capt i

lived in this same small village. Some information from confidential sources was
available. Some of it corroborated Powers and some of it was inconsistent in
parts with Powers’ story, but that which was inconsistent was in part contra-
dictory with itself and subject to various interpretations. Some of this infor-
mation was the basis for considerable speculation shortly after the May 1 episode
and subsequent stories in the press that Powers’ plane had descended gradually
from jts extreme altitude and had been shot down by a Russian fighter at medium
altitude. On careful analysis, it appears that the information on which these
stories were based was erroneous or was suseeptible of varying interpretations.
The board came to the conclusion that it could not accept a doubtful interpreta~

tion in this regard which was inconsistent with all the other known facts and -

consequently rejected these newspaper stories as not founded in fact.

On all the information avallable, therefore, it is the conclusion of the board
of inquiry which reviewed Mr. Powers’ case and of the Director of Central
Intelligence, who has carefully studied the board’s report and has discussed it
with tie board, that Mr. Powers lived up to the terms of his employment and
snstructions in connection with his mission and in his obligations as an American
under the circumstances in whick he found himself. It should be noted that
competent aerodynamicists and aeronautical engineers have carefully studied
Powers’ deseription of his experience and have concluded on the basis of scientific
analysis that a U-2 plane damaged as he deseribed would perform in its descent
in about the manner he stated, Accordingly, the amount due Mr. Powers under
the terms of his contract will be paid to him.
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